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_JoePlouff

March 29, 2002

State Representative - 29th Assembly District

Honorable Michael Powell

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell.

1 am writing to ask that you would please consider the merits of supporting the merger
between EchoStar Communications and Hughes Electronics' DirectTV.

| represent a largely rural district in western Wisconsin. One of the challenges that
residents in my district must contend with is the lack of a comprehensive infrastructure
that would provide equal access to high-speed satellite Internet and broadband service.

Without that access, they are placed at a competitive disadvantage with businesses
located in urban areas where such service already exists. The proposed merger between
EchoStar and Hughes Electronics offers my constituents the opportunity to participate in
the global economy on a more even footing. The improved satellite broadband access
can help to ensure that business throughout my district will be able to take advantage of
emerging technologies.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my request that you support this pending
merger.

Sincerely,

KeE Joe Plouff
29" Assembly District

Office Address: State Capitol * P.Q. Box 8953, Madison, WI 53708 + (608)266-7056 « Fax: (608)282-3629
Toll-free: 1-888-529-0029 - E-mail Address: Rep.Ploufi@legis.state. wi.us
Web Site: http: Hww . legis.state._wi .uslassemblylasm29/asm29_html
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April 16,2002

The Honorable Michael K. Powell

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
Federal Communications Commission Building
445 12™ Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

| am writing to express the opposition of the International Brotherhood of
Teamsters (1BT) to the proposed EchoStar/Hughes Direct Broadcast Satellite
(DBS) merger. We strongly oppose this deal that would grant a DBS monopoly to
a corporation with a deplorable (ruck record of customer and labor relations.

EchoStar has tmade no secret of its militant anti-union stunce wid has refused
to bargain in good laith with its union employees.  Instead, EchoStar has resorted
to a paltern of thrents und dismissals in an attempt to intimidate workers from a
number of unions. 13T Tocal 205 in Western Pennsylvania won an organizing
drive and has been atlempting to win a first contruet with EehoStar. The Company
has been engagimg in stalfing tactics and refusing to enter into meaninglul

negolintions.

If EchoStar treats its own employees in such a disgraceful manner, the
treatment ol customers can only be warse.  Numerous consumer groups have
already spoken out against the merger for this very reason. Tens ol millions ol
rural consumers will be lelt at the mercy of an EchoStar monopoly if this merger Is

approved.

Promises made by EchoStar to allay fears of its proposed monopoly have
already been contradicted by company officials and lawyers. EchoStar has
backtracked on its promise of "national pricing," speaking openly of the necessity
of exemptions from such a plan. The promise to carry local stations in all 210
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markets nationwide was also broken within days of being made. Despite the
promise, EchoStar continues to pursue a case to void a 1999 law requiring DBS
carriage of local television stations. Having lost several appeals, EchoStar filed in
early March with the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn the law. In that filing,
EchoStar specifically states that if it prevails in the high court and the merger is

approved, “The merged entity does not intend to carry all channels in every

market.”

| sincerely hope that you will carefully weigh the potential harm to
consumers and workers nationwide if the EchoStar/Hughes merger is allowed to
proceed.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this vitally important issue.

Sincerely,

James P. Hofta
reneral President

JPH/cw!



